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offer health insurance as a workplace 
benefit. In stark contrast, health insur-
ance is nearly universally offered at 
larger businesses. 

A key provision in this bill would es-
tablish a 4-year, pilot grant program to 
provide information, counseling, and 
educational materials to small busi-
nesses, through the well-established 
national framework of SBDCs. Recent 
research conducted by the non-partisan 
Healthcare Leadership Council found 
that with a short educational and 
counseling session, small businesses 
were up to 33 percent more likely to 
offer health insurance to their employ-
ees. My proposal is based on the Small 
Business Health Education and Aware-
ness Act, which I introduced in the 
109th Congress with Senator BENNETT, 
and plan to reintroduce this session 
with Senators KERRY and BENNETT. 

Most American workers are em-
ployed by small and medium sized en-
terprises. It is these businesses that ac-
count for nearly 98 percent of the 
growth in exporter population—and are 
among the major beneficiaries when 
foreign barriers are reduced. Addition-
ally, 97 percent of exporters are small 
businesses. Over the last decade, the 
number of exports from small busi-
nesses increased by more than 250 per-
cent. Small businesses account for al-
most $300 billion of yearly export 
sales—nearly one-third of total U.S. ex-
ports. 

This bill establishes an Associate Ad-
ministrator for International Trade, 
and expands the trade distribution net-
work to include the United States Ex-
port Assistance Centers USEACs. In 
addition, this section ensures that all 
our Nation’s small exporters have ac-
cess to export financing. This provision 
establishes a floor of international fi-
nance specialists at level SBA had in 
January 2003. Finally, this provision 
increases the maximum loan guarantee 
amount to $2.75 million and specifies 
that the loan cap for international 
trade loans—ITLs—is $3.67 million, as 
well as sets out that working capital is 
an eligible use for loan proceeds. The 
bill also makes ITLs consistent with 
regular SBA 7(a) loans in terms of al-
lowing the same collateral and refi-
nancing terms as with regular 7(a) 
loans. 

The SBA’s entrepreneurial develop-
ment programs provide tremendous 
value for a relatively small invest-
ment. I am committed to ensuring that 
Americans have the necessary re-
sources to start, grow, and develop a 
business. I believe that it is our duty to 
do everything possible to sustain pros-
perity and job creation throughout the 
United States. I urge my colleagues to 
support this vital piece of legislation. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 240—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 21 THROUGH 
OCTOBER 27, 2007, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
SAVE FOR RETIREMENT WEEK’’ 

Mr. SMITH (for himself and Mr. 
CONRAD) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 240 

Whereas the cost of retirement continues 
to rise, in part, because people in the United 
States are living longer than ever before, the 
number of employers providing retiree 
health coverage continues to decline, and re-
tiree health care costs continue to increase 
at a rapid pace; 

Whereas Social Security remains the bed-
rock of retirement income for the great ma-
jority of the people of the United States, but 
was never intended by Congress to be the 
sole source of retirement income for fami-
lies; 

Whereas recent data from the Employee 
Benefit Research Institute indicates that, in 
the United States, less than 2⁄3 of workers or 
their spouses are currently saving for retire-
ment and that the actual amount of retire-
ment savings of workers lags far behind the 
amount that is realistically needed to ade-
quately fund retirement; 

Whereas many employees have available to 
them through their employers access to de-
fined benefit and defined contribution plans 
to assist them in preparing for retirement; 

Whereas many employees may not be 
aware of their retirement savings options 
and may not have focused on the importance 
of and need for saving for their own retire-
ment; 

Whereas many employees may not be tak-
ing advantage of workplace defined contribu-
tion plans at all or to the full extent allowed 
by the plans or under Federal law; and 

Whereas all workers, including public- and 
private-sector employees, employees of tax- 
exempt organizations, and self-employed in-
dividuals, can benefit from increased aware-
ness of the need to save for retirement and 
the availability of tax-advantaged retire-
ment savings vehicles to assist them in sav-
ing for retirement: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 21 through October 

27, 2007, as ‘‘National Save for Retirement 
Week’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Save for Retirement Week, including 
raising public awareness about the impor-
tance of adequate retirement savings and the 
availability of employer-sponsored retire-
ment plans; and 

(3) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, universities, non-
profit organizations, businesses, other enti-
ties, and the people of the United States to 
observe the week with appropriate programs 
and activities with the goal of increasing the 
retirement savings of all the people of the 
United States. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 241—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD REAFFIRM THE 
COMMITMENTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO THE 2001 DOHA DEC-
LARATION ON THE TRIPS 
AGREEMENT AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND TO PURSUING 
TRADE POLICIES THAT PROMOTE 
ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE MEDI-
CINES 
Mr. BROWN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance: 

Whereas the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) administers and enforces the Agree-
ment on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellec-
tual Property Rights (in this preamble re-
ferred to as ‘‘the TRIPS Agreement’’) to 
safeguard access to essential drugs; 

Whereas, in 1999, the World Health Assem-
bly, by consensus including the United 
States, adopted Resolution 52.19 on the 
World Health Organization’s Revised Drug 
Strategy, which expressed concern ‘‘about 
the situation in which one third of the 
world’s population has no guaranteed access 
to essential drugs, [and] in which new world 
trade agreements may have a negative im-
pact on local manufacturing capacity and 
the access to and prices of pharmaceuticals 
in developing countries,’’ and urged member 
states to ‘‘ensure that public health rather 
than commercial interests have primacy in 
pharmaceutical and health policies and to 
review their options under’’ the TRIPS 
Agreement; 

Whereas, in 2001, the member states of the 
WTO, by consensus including the United 
States, adopted the Doha Declaration on the 
TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, in 
which member states agreed that ‘‘intellec-
tual property protection is important for the 
development of new medicines’’, but also ex-
pressed ‘‘concerns about its effects on 
prices’’; 

Whereas the Doha Declaration further 
states that the TRIPS Agreement ‘‘can and 
should be interpreted and implemented in a 
manner supportive of WTO Members’ right 
to protect public health and, in particular, 
to promote access to medicines for all’’; 

Whereas Article 31 of the TRIPS Agree-
ment allows each member state the flexi-
bility to issue compulsory licences which 
permit the use of the subject matter of a pat-
ent, and gives member states broad latitude 
for such use; 

Whereas the World Health Organization’s 
2006 Report of the Commission on Intellec-
tual Property Rights, Innovation and Public 
Health emphasized the need for innovation 
in medical technologies and access to such 
innovation, and the report also— 

(1) states that the Doha Declaration clari-
fies the right of governments to use compul-
sory licensing as a means of resolving ten-
sions that may arise between public health 
and the protection of intellectual property 
rights, and to determine the grounds for 
using compulsory licensing; 

(2) recommends that developing countries 
provide for the use of compulsory licensing 
provisions in legislation as one means to fa-
cilitate access to affordable medicines 
through import or local production; 

(3) recommends that bilateral trade agree-
ments not seek to impose obligations to pro-
tect intellectual property rights that are 
greater than those required under the TRIPS 
Agreement, because such obligations could 
potentially reduce access to medicines in de-
veloping countries; and 

(4) recommends that developing countries 
should not impose restrictions for the use of, 
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or reliance on, data from pharmaceutical de-
velopment tests in ways that would exclude 
fair competition or impede the use of flexi-
bilities built into the TRIPS Agreement, un-
less such a restriction is required for public 
health reasons; 

Whereas the Governments of Thailand and 
Brazil have issued compulsory licenses to 
gain access to less expensive versions of sec-
ond-generation anti-retroviral drugs in order 
to treat a much larger number of HIV/AIDS 
patients; 

Whereas the Government of the United 
States has recognized the right of the Gov-
ernment of Thailand to issue compulsory li-
censes in accordance with the laws of Thai-
land and the obligations of the Government 
of Thailand as a member of the WTO; 

Whereas the 2007 ‘‘Special 301’’ Report, the 
annual review of intellectual property rights 
protection and enforcement conducted by 
the Office of the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, elevated Thailand to the Pri-
ority Watch List, pursuant to section 182 of 
the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2242), for rea-
sons including ‘‘indications of a weakening 
of respect for patents, as the Thai Govern-
ment announced decisions to issue compul-
sory licenses for several patented pharma-
ceutical products’’; 

Whereas the 2007 ‘‘Special 301’’ Report sin-
gled out Brazil for having ‘‘at times indi-
cated consideration of the use of compulsory 
licensing on patented pharmaceutical prod-
ucts’’; 

Whereas the 2007 ‘‘Special 301’’ Report 
cited 21 developing countries for ‘‘inad-
equate’’ intellectual property rights protec-
tions on pharmaceutical test data; 

Whereas the United States Trade Rep-
resentative has negotiated or is seeking to 
complete several bilateral or regional trade 
agreements with developing countries that 
contain further obligations to protect intel-
lectual property rights, including— 

(1) limitations on the grounds for issuing 
compulsory licenses; 

(2) requirements that countries adopt peri-
ods of data exclusivity on the scientific evi-
dence used to determine that drugs are safe 
and effective, which either delays the timely 
entry of generic drugs into the market or 
forces competitors producing generic drugs 
to invest in costly, time-consuming, and re-
dundant clinical trials, including trials that 
violate ethical rules concerning the repeti-
tion of experiments on humans; 

(3) extensions of patent terms beyond 20 
years; 

(4) linkage between drug registration and 
assertions of patent protection, so that agen-
cies responsible for the regulation of drugs 
are prohibited from granting marketing ap-
proval to a generic version of a medicine if 
the product is covered by a patent; and 

(5) obligations to extend patent protection 
to minor improvements in, or new uses of, 
older products; and 

Whereas the United States is a user of 
flexibilities provided in the TRIPS Agree-
ment, including the use of involuntary au-
thorizations to use the subject matter of pat-
ents in a number of important sectors, in-
cluding medical devices, software, and auto-
mobile manufacturing: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States should— 

(1) honor the commitments the United 
States made in the 2001 World Trade Organi-
zation Doha Declaration on the TRIPS 
Agreement and Public Health, which allows 
member states of the World Trade Organiza-
tion to use ‘‘to the full’’ the flexibilities in 
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspect of 
Intellectual Property Rights (in this resolu-
tion referred to as ‘‘the TRIPS Agreement’’) 
‘‘to protect public health and, in particular, 
to promote access to medicines for all,’’ in-

cluding the issuance of compulsory licenses 
on grounds determined by member states; 

(2) not place countries on the ‘‘Special 301’’ 
Priority Watch List under section 182 of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2242) for exer-
cising the flexibilities on public health pro-
vided for in the TRIPS Agreement, such as 
issuing compulsory licenses to obtain access 
to generic medicines in accordance with the 
Doha Declaration; 

(3) not ask trading partners who are devel-
oping nations to adopt measures to protect 
intellectual property rights that relate to 
public health in excess of protections re-
quired in the TRIPS Agreement; and 

(4) support new global norms for promoting 
medical research and development that seek 
to provide a sustainable basis for a needs- 
driven essential health agenda. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 242—CELE-
BRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF TITLE IX OF THE 
EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF 
1972, ALSO KNOWN AS THE 
PATSY TAKEMOTO MINK EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY IN EDUCATION 
ACT, AND RECOGNIZING THE 
NEED TO CONTINUE PURSUING 
THE GOAL OF EDUCATIONAL OP-
PORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN AND 
GIRLS 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. STE-

VENS Ms. SNOWE Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. BAYH, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. CLINTON, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. SMITH, and Mrs. 
BOXER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 242 

Whereas 35 years ago, on June 23, 1972, the 
Education Amendments of 1972 containing 
title IX was signed into law by the Presi-
dent; 

Whereas Representatives Patsy T. Mink 
and Edith Green led the successful fight in 
Congress to pass this legislation; 

Whereas title IX prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of sex in the administration of 
any education program receiving Federal fi-
nancial assistance; 

Whereas remarkable gains have been made 
to ensure equal opportunity for women and 
girls under the inspiration and mandate of 
title IX; 

Whereas title IX serves as the non-
discrimination principle in education; 

Whereas title IX has increased access and 
opportunities for women and girls; 

Whereas title IX has increased educational 
opportunities for women and girls, increased 
access to professional schools and nontradi-
tional fields of study, and improved employ-
ment opportunities; 

Whereas title IX has increased opportuni-
ties for women and girls in sports, leading to 
greater access to competitive sports, and 
building strong values such as teamwork, 
leadership, discipline, work ethic, self-sac-
rifice, pride in accomplishment, and strength 
of character; 

Whereas on October 29, 2002, title IX was 
named the ‘‘Patsy Takemoto Mink Equal Op-
portunity in Education Act’’ in recognition 
of Representative Mink’s heroic, visionary, 
and tireless leadership in developing and 
winning passage of title IX; and 

Whereas while title IX has been instru-
mental in fostering 35 years of progress to-

ward equality between men and women in 
educational institutions and the workplace, 
there remains progress to be made: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate celebrates— 
(1) the accomplishments of title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972, also known 
as the Patsy Takemoto Mink Equal Oppor-
tunity in Education Act, in increasing oppor-
tunities for women and girls in all facets of 
education; and 

(2) the magnificent accomplishments of 
women and girls in sports. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 243—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CLEAN 
BEACHES WEEK AND THE CON-
SIDERABLE VALUE OF BEACHES 
AND THEIR ROLE IN AMERICAN 
CULTURE 
Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, Mr. 

MARTINEZ, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. DOLE, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
BIDEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. KERRY, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mr. LOTT, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. FEINGOLD, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. CANT-
WELL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 243 

Whereas coastal areas produce 85 percent 
of all United States tourism dollars and are 
the leading tourism destination in America; 

Whereas over 50 percent of the population 
of the United States lives in coastal coun-
ties; 

Whereas the beaches in these coastal coun-
ties provide recreational opportunities for 
numerous Americans and their families who, 
together with international tourists, make 
almost 2,000,000,000 trips to the beach each 
year to fish, sunbathe, boat, swim, surf, and 
bird-watch; 

Whereas beaches are a critical driver of the 
American economy and its competitiveness 
in the global economy; 

Whereas beaches represent a critical part 
of our natural heritage and a beautiful part 
of the American landscape; 

Whereas beaches are sensitive ecosystems, 
susceptible to degradation and alteration 
from natural forces, sea level rise, pollution, 
untreated sewage, and improper use; 

Whereas members of the Government, the 
private sector, and nongovernmental organi-
zations, along with citizen volunteers, have 
worked diligently to clean up and protect 
our beaches over the years; 

Whereas great strides have been made in 
understanding the science of watersheds and 
the connections between inland areas and 
coastal waters; 

Whereas the Federal Government should 
develop science-based policies that are com-
mensurate with that knowledge; and 

Whereas a 7-day week, commencing in 
June and including July 5, will be observed 
as National Clean Beaches Week: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Clean Beaches Week; 
(2) recognizes the value of beaches to the 

American way of life and the important con-
tributions of beaches to the economy, recre-
ation, and natural environment of the 
United States; and 

(3) encourages Americans to work to keep 
beaches safe and clean for the continued en-
joyment of the public and to engage in ac-
tivities during National Clean Beaches Week 
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